 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1KNOXVILLE, ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CODE

Resolution 2015-50 - December 7, 2015

CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1: In General
SEC.   1-1-1: Code Designation and citing
The ordinances embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated the "Knoxville, Illinois Municipal Code", and may be so cited.

SEC.   1-1-2: Rules of Construction and Definitions
In the construction of this Code, and of all ordinances, the rules of construction and definitions set out in this chapter shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the City Council.  The rules of construction and definitions set out herein shall not be applied to any section of this Code which shall contain any express provision excluding such construction, or where the subject matter or context of such section may be repugnant thereto.  Generally, all provisions, terms, phrases and expressions contained in this Code shall be liberally construed in order that the true intent and meaning of the City Council may be fully carried out.

SEC.
1-1-3: Interpretation and Application
In the interpretation and application of any provisions of this Code, they shall be held to be the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare.  Where any provision of this Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the general provision imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or regulation shall be deemed to be controlling.

SEC.  1-1-4: Definitions
In the absence of a different definition in a particular chapter or article for any term defined herein, the definitions of the terms as listed below shall apply throughout all chapters of this municipal code.

City shall mean the City of Knoxville, Illinois.
City Council, Council.  Whenever the words "Council" or "City Council" are used, they shall be construed to mean the City Council of the City of Knoxville.

Code.  The words "Code", "City Code" or "this Code" shall mean the Knoxville, Illinois Municipal Code, which includes various ordinances organized within chapters and articles of the Code.

Computation of Time.  Whenever a notice is required to be given or an act to be done a certain length of time before any proceeding shall be had, the day on which such notice is given shall be counted in computing the time, but the day on which such proceeding is to be held shall not be counted.

Corporate or City Limits.  The term "corporation limits" or "City limits" shall mean the legal boundaries of the City of Knoxville.

County.  The words "the County" or "this County" shall mean the County of Knox in the State of Illinois.

Court or Circuit Court shall mean the Circuit Court of the Ninth Judicial Circuit.

Delegation of Authority.  Whenever a provision appears requiring the head of a department or some other city officer to do some act or perform some duty, it is to be construed to authorize the head of the department or other officer to designate, delegate and authorize a subordinate to perform the required act or perform the duty unless the terms of the provisions or section specify otherwise.

Electors shall mean persons qualified to vote for elective officers at municipal elections.

Gender.  A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and to firms, partnerships and corporations as well as to males.  If a term which indicates both male and female is used, e.g. "his/her", such term also shall apply to firms, partnerships and corporations.

Joint Authority.  All words giving a joint authority to three (3) or more persons or officers shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers.

Law means any statute, ordinance or regulation promulgated by the United States, the State of Illinois, the County of Knox, the City of Knoxville or any agencies thereof, as well as the rules and regulations of other bodies politic that may be appropriate.

Mayor: shall mean the Mayor of the City of Knoxville.

Month: The word "month" shall mean a calendar month

Nontechnical and Technical Words.  Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and approved usage of the language, but technical words and phrases and such others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be construed and understood according to such meaning.

Number.  A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to several persons or things as well as to one person or thing.

Oath.  The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."

Officers and Employees Generally.  Whenever any officer or employee is referred to by title, such as "Superintendent of Streets",, "Clerk",, "Chief of Police", etc., such reference shall be construed as if followed by the words "of the City of Knoxville."

Ordinances shall mean ordinances of the City of Knoxville and all amendments thereto.

Owner
The word "owner", applied to a building or land, shall include any  part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership ,joint tenant or tenant by the entirety of the whole or of a part of such building or land.

Person The word "person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, joint stock association or the State of Illinois, or any subdivision thereof; and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee or personal representative thereof.

Personal Property includes every species of property except real property, as herein described.
Preceding, following.  The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next after, respectively.

Property.  The word "property" shall include real and personal property.

Real Property shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments.

Private Real Property means any real property within the City which is privately owned and which is not public property.  The term "Private Property" when used in a context indicating "Real Property" shall mean "Private Real Property".

Public Real Property means all streets (including all land within the right-of-way) and any other property which is owned by the City.  The term "Public Property" when used in a context to indicate "Real Property" shall mean "Public Real Property".

Shall.  The word "shall" is mandatory.

Sidewalk.  The word "sidewalk" shall mean any portion of a street between the curb line (or edge of regular vehicular traveled surface) and the adjacent property line intended for pedestrian travel, regardless of whether there is an improved surface.

Signature or subscription includes a mark when the person cannot write.

State.  The words "State", "the State" or "this State" shall be construed to mean the State of Illinois.

Street.  The word "street" shall be construed to embrace streets, avenues, boulevards, roads, alleys, lanes, viaducts and all other public ways in the City, and shall include all areas thereof embraced between the property lines and dedicated to the public use.  However, the City shall have maintenance responsibility for only those streets which have been both dedicated to the City and accepted by the City.  The City shall have no maintenance responsi​bility for undeveloped streets and alleys, even though shown on a plat as dedicated for public use, until such time that such street or alley has been accepted by the City, including those situations where adjacent property owners have made some improvements in a street or alley but such street or alley has not been improved according to Code requirements and formally accepted by the City council

Tenant or Occupant.  The word "tenant" or "occupant", applied to a building or land, shall include any person holding a written or oral lease or who occupies the whole or a part of such buildings or lands, either alone or with others.

Tense.  Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present.

Wholesale, wholesaler, etc.  In all cases where the words "wholesale", "wholesaler" or "wholesale dealer" are used in this Code, unless otherwise specifically defined, they shall be under​stood and held to relate to the sale of goods, merchandise, articles or things in quantity to persons who purchase for purposes of resale, as distinguished from a retail dealer who sells in smaller quantities direct to the consumer.

Written or in writing shall be construed to include any representation of words, letters or figures, whether by printing or otherwise.

Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the City shall be May 1 through April 30.

Year.  The word "year" shall mean a calendar year in contrast to "fiscal year".

SEC.  1-1-5: Jurisdiction of Code
Unless otherwise provided in a particular chapter (s) or article (s), this Code shall apply to all acts performed within the corporate limits of the City.

SEC.1-1-6: Catchline of Sections
The catchlines of the several sections of this Code which are underscored but are not part of the first sentence are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections.

SEC.1-1-7: Amendments to Code
All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code which amend, repeal or in any way affect this Code shall be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this Code and promptly reproduced for inclusion herein.  In the case of the repeal of chapters, sections, subsections or any part thereof by subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions shall be excluded promptly from the Code by omission from reproduced pages affected thereby and the 

subsequent ordinances as numbered and reproduced, or omitted in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie evidence of such subsequent ordinances until such time as this Code and subsequent ordinances shall be re-adopted as a new Code by the City Council.

SEC.1-1-8: Effect of Repeal of Ordinances
When any ordinance repealing a former ordinance, clause or provision shall be itself repealed, such repeal shall not be construed to revive such former ordinance, clause or provision unless it shall be therein so expressly provided.  The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed or cause of action arising under the ordinance prior to its repeal.

SEC. 1-1-9: Unauthorized Alteration or Tampering With Code
In the absence of action by the City Council, it shall be unlawful for any person to change, by additions or deletions, any part or portions of this Code, or to insert or delete pages or portions thereof, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner what​soever which will cause the law of the City to be misrepresented thereby; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall prevent the City Clerk from correcting the number of an ordinance which previously had been misnumbered.

SEC.1-1-10: Record of Ordinances
All ordinances passed by the Council shall be consecutively numbered within each calendar year and recorded by the City Clerk in a proper book or books with indexes.  The 
original shall be filed in the office of the Clerk and due proof of publication of all ordinances requiring publication shall be procured by said Clerk, and such proof or affidavit of publications shall be attached to and filed with the ordinances.  The Clerk shall also note on the book of ordinances, at the foot of the record of each ordinance, a memoran​dum of the date of the passage, and if published or posted, the date of the publication or posting of such ordinance.

SEC.1-1-11: General Penalty for Violation of Code; Separate Offenses

Whenever in this Code, or in any ordinance of the City, any act or omission is prohibited 
or is made or declared to be unlawful or a nuisance or misdemeanor, or whenever in said 
Code or ordinance the doing of any act or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or a nuisance or misdemeanor, and no specific penalty is provided therefor and State law does not provide otherwise, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than Seventy-Five Dollars ($75) nor more than Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750).  Unless specific​ally provided otherwise, or the context thereof so dictates, each day any violation of any provision of this Code or any ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.

SEC.1-1-12: Elected officials and Employees not Liable to Fine for 

                      Failure to Perform Duties
No provision of this Code designating the duties of any elected official or employee shall be so construed as to make such person liable for any fine or penalty provided in this Code for a failure to perform such duty, unless the intention of the City Council to impose such a fine or penalty on such official or employee is specifically and clearly expressed in the section creating the duty.  Nothing in this section shall prevent the dismissal of an employee for his/her failure to perform such duty.

SEC. 1-1-13: Acts Punishable Under Different Sections
In all cases where the same offense is made punishable, or is created by different clauses or sections of this Code, the prosecuting officer may proceed under both; but not more than one recovery shall be had against the same person for the same offense, provided


that the revocation of a license or permit shall not be considered a recovery or penalty so      as to bar any other penalty being enforced.

SEC. 1-1-14: Duty of Parent or Guardian

The parent of any child or the guardian of any ward shall not


authorize or knowingly permit any such child or ward to violate any


of the provisions of this municipal code. The parent or guardian


shall be responsible for the acts of the child or ward regardless


of whether parent or guardian had authorized or knowingly permitted


the child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this code.
SEC. 1-1-15: Severability of Parts of Code

The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this


Code are severable,, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph


or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional, invalid or

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such unconstitutionality, invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code.

SEC. 1-1-16: Publication of Code

This Code shall be and the same is hereby authorized to be reproduced


 and published in loose leaf book form by authority of the City council.

SEC. 1-1-17: Responsibility for Implementation/Enforcement

The City Council, from time to time, shall determine by resolution who shall be 

responsible for the implementation/enforcement of the various chapters, articles 

and/or sections of this Code and indicate such responsibilities in Appendix A.

