CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Add Section 14-4.5 Impoundment of Vehicles used in Connection with Illegal Activities May 21, 2014

MOTOR AND NON-MOTORIZED VEHICLES

ARTICLE 1:  In General
SEC.  14-1-1:  Application of State Law
The provisions of the Illinois Vehicle Code (Ch. 625, Illinois Compiled Statutes as amended from time to time) are applicable within the City of Knoxville.  The provisions set forth in this chapter of the City Code supplement the Illinois Vehicle Code.  In the event there is a conflict between any section in this chapter with a similar provision in the Illinois Vehicle Code, then the provision in the State Code shall prevail.

SEC.  14-1-2:  Definitions
Unless the text of a particular section indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this chapter shall be as follows:

Building means a roofed structure which is enclosed on all sides so as to prohibit the contents thereof from being subject to public view.

Driver or Operator means every person who drives or is in actual physical control of a motor or non-motorized vehicle.

Motor Vehicle means a machine propelled by power, other than human or animal power, designed to travel along the ground by use of wheels, treads, runners or slides and transports persons or property, or pulls machinery; and shall include, without limitation, automobile, truck, motorcycle and tractor.  When any unit which is not motorized is attached to a motor vehicle, then the entire assembly shall be considered a motor vehicle, e.g., truck and trailer, tractor and wagon, tractor and item of field equipment, etc. 

Abandoned Motor Vehicle means any operable motor vehicle which is left standing on a City street or other City property for a period of seven (7) consecutive days and for which the owner cannot be located readily; or any inoperable motor vehicle which is left on public or private property for a period of seven (7) consecutive days and for which the owner cannot be located readily.

Inoperable Motor Vehicle means any motor vehicle from which, for a period of seven (7) consecutive days, the engine, wheels or other parts have been removed, or on which the engine, wheels or other parts have been altered, damaged or otherwise treated that the vehicle is incapable of being driven under its own motor power.  Inoperable Motor Vehicle shall exclude (1) a motor vehicle which has been rendered temporarily incapable of being driven under its own motor power for a period of 28

SEC.  14-1-2:  Definitions (continuation No. 1)
consecutive days or less in order to perform ordinary service or repair operations, (2) any motor vehicle that is kept within a building when not in use, (3) operable historic vehicles over 25 years of age, and (4) motor vehicles on the premises of a place of business lawfully engaged in wrecking or junking of motor vehicles.  Any motor vehicle which does not have sufficient markings to determine make, year and vehicle identification number shall be defined as junk rather than as a motor vehicle.

Owner means a person who holds the legal title for a motor vehicle; or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the condition stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of this chapter.

Non-Motorized Vehicle means any device intended to transport a person, property or other item which is designed to travel along the ground by use of wheels, treads, runners or slides and is propelled by human or animal power.  The term includes but is not limited to bicycles, tricycles, scooters, skateboards, skates, wagons, carts, etc.  Non-motorized vehicles shall be divided into two classes:

(1) Class One non-motorized vehicles are those on which (a) the operator’s weight is generally supported by a seat, (b) which are generally propelled without the operator’s feet touching the ground while the vehicle is in motion, and (c) if a wheeled vehicle, the smallest wheel of which is 10 inches or larger.

(2) Class Two non-motorized vehicles are all those other than Class One.

ARTICLE 2:  ADULT CROSSING GUARDS
SEC.  14-2-1:  Authorization
When the Board of Education controlling schools within the City of Knoxville has the authority (under Chapter 105 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes as revised from time to time) to employ adult crossing guards, the City may share the cost of the school’s employment of such persons.  This sharing of the cost for adult crossing guards with the Board of Education shall not result in the City being considered the employer of such 

persons nor shall the City be responsible for the supervision, insurance coverage or any other liability resulting from the employment or performance of such adult crossing 

guards.  Any sharing by the City of the cost of the adult crossing guards with the Board of Education shall be authorized by City Council resolution.

SEC.  14-2-1:  Authorization (continuation No. 1)
When the Board of Education does not employ adult crossing guards and the City Council determines that it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to provide crossing guard protection for school children, the City Council may employ adult crossing guards.  In such case the City shall be the employer and accept the attendant responsibilities for such employees.  If Chapter 105 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, as amended from time to time, permits the Board of Education to participate in the cost of providing such service, then the City may request the Board of Education to share the cost of the adult crossing guards.

ARTICLE 3: Motor Vehicles
SEC.  14-3-1:  Muffler
Every motor vehicle driven or operated upon the highways of the City shall at all times be equipped with an adequate muffler or exhaust system in constant operation and properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual noise.  No such muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass or similar device.  No person shall modify the exhaust system of a motor vehicle in a manner which will amplify or increase the noise of such vehicle above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the vehicle, and such original muffler shall comply with all the requirements of this section.

SEC.  14-3-2:  Excessive or Unusual Noise or Movement from Vehicle Wheels/Tires     



   Prohibited
No person shall operate a motor vehicle in a manner so that when, from a stopped or moving position, the speed of the motor vehicle is increased in such a manner as to cause the wheels/tires of said motor vehicle to squeal or spin, or to otherwise cause the vehicle to make erratic movements.

SEC.  14-3-3:  Parking During Snow Removal Operations
It shall be unlawful to park any motor vehicle (or leave a previously parked vehicle) on any street or public right-of-way within the City at any time after a snowfall of three (3) inches or more has occurred until the street has been plowed.  Each day the vehicle remains parked in violation hereof shall constitute a separate offense.

In addition, the Chief of Police is hereby authorized to have removed and towed away by commercial towing service, any motor vehicle parked on the streets or public rights 

of way within the limits of the City where and when such motor vehicle is in violation of the above paragraph.

Any motor vehicle so towed away shall be stored in a safe place in accordance with the provisions of SEC. 14-4-3.  Such vehicle shall be restored  to the owner or operator upon a payment of the cost for removing, towing and storing such motor vehicle.

SEC. 14-3-3:  Parking During Snow Removal Operations  (continuation No. 1)
The fact that a motor vehicle so illegally parked is registered in the name of a person shall be considered prima facie proof that such person was in control of the motor vehicle at the time it was so parked.

SEC.  14-3-4:  Accident Reports
The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident which happens within the City shall, within 24 hours of the accident, make a report of such accident to the Knoxville Police Department.

ARTICLE 4:  Abandoned, Lost, Stolen or Unclaimed Vehicles
SEC.  14-4-1:  Abandonment on Streets or Other City Property
The abandonment of a motor vehicle or other vehicle, or any part thereof, on any street or other public property within the City is unlawful.

SEC.  14-4-2:  Abandonment on Private Property
The abandonment of a motor vehicle or other vehicle, or any part thereof, on private property in view of the general public, is unlawful.

SEC.  14-4-3:  Removal of Vehicles Located on Streets or Public Property
When a motor vehicle or other vehicle is abandoned or left unattended on the streets or other public property of the City for a period of seven (7) days, its removal by a towing service may be authorized by order of the Chief of Police; provided, however, when an abandoned, unattended, wrecked, burned or partially dismantled vehicle, or any part thereof, is creating a traffic  hazard because of its position in relation to the streets or because its physical appearance is causing the impeding of traffic, the Chief of Police may authorize immediate removal of the vehicle from the City streets or adjacent private property by a towing service.  The towing service shall safely keep the towed vehicle and its contents, maintain a record of the tow (as set forth in. ch. 625 ILCS 5/4-204) until the vehicle is claimed by the owner or any other person legally entitled to possession thereof or until it is disposed of as provided in this article.

SEC.  14-4-4:  Removal of Vehicles Located on Private Property
When an abandoned, lost, stolen or unclaimed motor vehicle, or other vehicle, or any part thereof, is left on private property, the owner of such property shall notify the City Police Department and report the date that such vehicle first appeared on his/her 

property.  If that property owner makes written request to the Chief of Police for the removal of such vehicle, the Chief of Police will authorize a towing service to remove and take possession of the abandoned, lost, stolen or unclaimed vehicle.  In the 

SEC.  14-4-4:  Removal of Vehicles Located on Private Property (continuation No. 1)

absence of a written request for removal of the vehicle by the property owner, the Chief of Police may authorize the removal of such abandoned vehicle on the eighth or any later day from the date that such vehicle was reported (or first observed by the police) to have been left on the private property.  The towing service shall safely keep the towed vehicle and its contents, maintain a record of the tow (as set forth in ch 625 ILCS 5/4-204) until the vehicle is claimed by the owner or any other person legally entitled to possession thereof or until it is disposed of as provided in this article.

SEC.  14-4-5:  Responsibility for Costs
In all instances when a vehicle is removed from either public or private property, in accordance with this Article, the owner of the vehicle will be responsible for all towing, transportation and storage costs.

SEC.  14-4-6:  Required Records, Reports and Notifications
(1) Removal from Private Property

The towing or removal of any vehicle from private property under this Article without the consent of the registered owner or other legally authorized person in control of the vehicle is subject to compliance with the requirement and conditions of Ch 625 ILCS 5/4-203 as amended, except that any penalty provisions contained in the state statute shall not be applicable and will be replaced by the City’s penalty provisions for an unlawful act.

(2) Police Records

When any vehicle is authorized to be towed or removed under this Article, the City Police Department shall keep and maintain a record and do the acts required by  625 ILCS 5/4-204,205 and 206, as amended.

SEC.  14-4-7:  Redemption of Impounded Vehicle
Any time before a motor vehicle or other vehicle is sold at public sale, the owner, lien holder or other person legally entitled to its possession, may reclaim the vehicle by presenting to the Police Department proof of ownership or proof of the right to the possession of the vehicle. No vehicle shall be released to the owner or other person until all towing, transportation and storage charges have been paid. 

SEC.  14-4-8:  Disposal of Unclaimed Vehicles
The disposal of unclaimed vehicles shall be in accordance with 625 ILCS 5/4-208, 209, 210, 211 and 212, as amended.

SEC.  14-4-9:  Liability
Any police officer, towing service owner, operator or employee, shall not be held to answer or be liable for damages in any action brought by the registered owner, former registered owner or his legal representative, or any other person legally entitled to the possession of a motor vehicle or other vehicle when the vehicle was processed and sold or disposed of as provided in this Article.

SEC. 14-4-10:  Authority Cumulative, Other Remedies Authorized
The provisions of this article and the authority in the proper City officials are cumulative, and not exclusive, and the proper city authorities shall have the right to pursue any and all other remedies available to them.

SEC.  14-4.5-1:  Authorization for Impoundment of Vehicles Used in Connection 


       with Illegal Activities
(a)
Impoundment.  A motor vehicle, operated with the express or implied permission of the owner of record, that is used in connection with any of the following violations, or which may jeopardize the public’s safety and safe vehicular movement and in furtherance of public safety or in the exercise by the Police Department of its community caretaker functions, may be subject to tow and impoundment by the City, and the owner of record of said vehicle shall be liable to the City for an administrative and processing fee of $500.00 in addition to any towing and storage fees:


Violations:

1.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle in the commission or attempted commission of any offense for which a motor vehicle may be seized and forfeited pursuant to 720 ILCS 5/36-1 et seq.; or

2.
Driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating compounds, in violation of 625 ILCS 5/11-501 or a similar provision of the City Code; or

3.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle in connection with the commission or attempted commission of any offense in violation of the provisions of the Illinois Cannabis Control Act, 720 ILCS 550/1 et. seq.; or

4.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle in connection with the commission or attempted commission of any offense in violation of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, 720 ILCS 570/100, et. seq.; or

5.
Unlawful use of a weapon in violation of 720 ILCS 5/24-1; aggravated discharge of a firearm in violation of 720 ILCS 5/24-1.5; and unlawful possession of a firearm and firearm ammunition in violation of 720 ILCS 5/24-3.1; or

6.
Driving while driver’s license, permit or privilege to operate a motor vehicle is suspended or revoked, the violation of 625 ILCS 5/6-303; except that vehicles shall not be subject to seizure impoundment if the suspension is for an unpaid citation (parking or moving), or due to failure to comply with emission testing; or

7.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle with an expired driver’s license in violation of Section 6-101 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, 625 ILCS 5/6-101, where the period of expiration is greater than one (1) year; or

8.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle without ever having been issued a driver’s license or permit in violation of Section 6-101 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, 625 ILCS 5/6-101, or operating a motor vehicle without ever having been issued a driver’s license or permit due to a person’s age; or 

9.
Operation or use a motor vehicle by a person against whom a warrant has been issued by a Circuit Clerk in Illinois for failing to answer charges that the driver violated the offenses of: driving while license is revoked or suspended, 625 ILCS 5/6-303; operating a motor vehicle without a valid driver’s license, 625 ILCS 5/6-101; and/or driving under the influence of alcohol, other drugs, intoxicating compound(s), or a combination thereof, 625 ILCS 5/11-501; or

10.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle in connection with the commission or attempted commission of any felony offense defined under Chapter 720 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes; or

11.
Fleeing and eluding in violation of 625 ILCS5/11-204 or 625 ILCS 5/11-204.1 or a similar provision of the City Code; or

12.
Operation or use of a motor vehicle in connection with leaving the scene of an accident involving personal injury or property damage in violation of 625 ILCS 5/11-401, 625 ILCS 5/11-402 or 625 ILCS 5/11-403 or any similar provisions of the City Code.

SEC.  14-4.5-2:  General Regulations

(a)
This Article shall not replace or otherwise abrogate any existing state or federal laws or City ordinances.


(b)
The owner shall be subject to all fees set forth in this Article in addition to any penalties that may be assessed by a Court of law for the underlying violations.


(c)
This Article shall not apply to a vehicle which was stolen at the time of impoundment so long as the theft was reported to appropriate police authorities within 24 hours of its discovery.


(d)
Fees for towing and storage of a vehicle under this Article shall be those approved by the chief of police and shall be uniform for all similarly situated vehicles.


(e)
Vehicles shall not be impounded where applicable law does not specifically provide for the forfeiture and towing of the vehicle and an authorized, lawful and unimpaired driver is available to promptly remove the vehicle from the location of an arrest.

SEC.  14-4.5-3:  Probable Cause and Notice

Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe that a vehicle is subject to tow and impoundment pursuant to this Article, the officer shall provide for the towing of the vehicle by a wrecker or tow operator licensed by the City Code or approved by the Chief of Police.  Prior to towing, the officer shall notify any person identifying himself as the owner of the vehicle or any person who is found to be in control of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation and who is physically present at the scene of the alleged violation that the vehicle will be towed and impounded.  The officer shall inform any present owner and/or person in control of the vehicle of that person’s right to request a hearing to be conducted under Section 14-4.5-4 of this Article.  An owner may secure release of an impounded vehicle pending completion of the hearings provided for in Section 14-4.5-4 of this Article by posting a bond of cash, money order, certified check, or approved credit card payment service with the Police Department in the amount of $500.00 and accrued towing and storage charges.  The Police Department shall hold the cash bond, and accrued towing and storage charges in escrow until such time as a request for hearing would be untimely, or if a hearing has been timely requested, until the hearing is completed in conformance with Section 14-4.5-4 this Article.

SEC.  14-4.5-4:  Hearing

Within forty-eight (48) hours after a vehicle is towed/impounded pursuant to this Article, a representative of the City shall provide a written notice to the owner of record of such vehicle either by personal delivery or by certified mail, return receipt requested at the address of the owner as it appears in the records of the Secretary of State.  Delivery of the notice to one joint owner of the vehicle shall constitute notice to all joint owners of the vehicle.  The notice shall advise the owner of his or her right to request a hearing before a hearing officer to determine whether the subject vehicle is eligible for impoundment pursuant to this section.  The notice shall state the penalties that may be imposed if no hearing is requested, including that a vehicle that is not released by payment of the penalty and fees may be sold or disposed of by the city in accordance with applicable law.  The owner of record seeking a hearing must file a written request for a hearing with the Police Department no later than 15 days after the notice was personally delivered or mailed.  The hearing shall be conducted by a hearing officer appointed by the Mayor or Acting Mayor.  The hearing shall be scheduled and held, unless continued by order of the hearing officer, no later than 45 days after the request for a hearing has been filed.  No less than 10 days prior to the hearing, the hearing officer will notify the owner of record, by mail, of the date, time, and location of the hearing.  All interested persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard at the reconvened hearing.  At any time prior to the hearing the hearing officer may, at the request of the City or the owner, direct witnesses to appear and give testimony at the hearing.  The formal rules of evidence will not apply during the hearing, but hearsay evidence shall be admissible only if it is of the type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons in the conduct of their affairs.  If, after considering evidence received during the hearing, the hearing officer determines by a preponderance of the evidence that the vehicle was used in connection with the commission of an offense set forth in Section 14-4.5-1 of this Article, the hearing officer shall enter an order finding the owner of the vehicle civilly liable to the City of an administrative and processing fee of $500.00.  If bond has been posted in accordance with Section 14-4.5-6 of this Article, all sums due the City and the tow operator for towing and impoundment fees shall be distributed to the City and tow operator as the case may be.  If the hearing officer enters an order finding the owner of record liable to the City for the administrative fee, any vehicle still impounded shall continue to be impounded until the owner pays the administrative fee to the City plus all applicable towing and storage charges to the tow operator or until disposal of the vehicle pursuant to Section 14-4.5-6 of this Article.  If the hearing officer finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the vehicle was not used in connection with the commission of an offense set forth in Section 14-4.5-1 this Article the hearing officer shall order the immediate return of the owner’s vehicle and of any cash bond and may order a return of towing and impoundment fees.

SEC.  14-4.5-5:  Administrative Review

A final order entered by a hearing officer under Section 14-4.5-4 of this Article is subject to review under the Administrative Review Act found at 735 ILCS 5/3-101, et. seq.


SEC.  14-4.5-6:  Administrative Fee; Disposal of Vehicles


The administrative fee as imposed pursuant to this Article such fee shall constitute a debt due and owing the City.  The debt may be satisfied by the bond posted pursuant to this Article or where no bond is posted by cash, money order, certified check or approved credit card payment service.  If the administrative penalty and applicable towing and impoundment fees are not paid within thirty (30) days after the expiration of time for administrative review of the hearing officer’s determination or within thirty (30) days after an action seeking administrative review has been resolved and in favor of the City, whichever is applicable, the vehicle shall be deemed unclaimed and shall be disposed of in the manner provided for the disposition of unclaimed vehicles under the Illinois Vehicle Code.

SEC.  14-4.5-7:  Vehicle Possession

Except as otherwise provided by law, no owner, lien holder or other person shall be legally entitled to take possession of a vehicle impounded under this Article until the bond and towing and impoundment fees are paid or the administrative penalty and fees applicable under this Article have been paid.  Whenever a person with a lien of record against an impounded vehicle has commenced proceedings to repossess the vehicle, possession of the vehicle shall be given to that person if she or he agrees in writing to pay to the City from proceeds of the sale of the vehicle the administrative fee, plus applicable towing and storage charges.

SEC.  14-4.5-8:  Liability
Any police officer, towing service owner, operator or employee, shall not be held to answer or be liable for damages in any action brought by the registered owner, former registered owner or his legal representative, or any other person legally entitled to the possession of a motor vehicle or other vehicle when the vehicle was processed and sold or disposed of as provided in this Article.

SEC. 14-4.5-9:  Authority Cumulative, Other Remedies Authorized
The provisions of this Article and the authority in the proper City officials are cumulative, and not exclusive, and the proper city authorities shall have the right to pursue any and all other remedies available to them.

ARTICLE 5:  Inoperable Motor Vehicles
SEC.  14-5-1:  Declared as Nuisance
Inoperable motor vehicles, as defined in Sec. 14-1-2 of this chapter, whether on public or private property and in view of the general public, are hereby declared to be a nuisance.

SEC. 14-5-2:  Disposal of Inoperable Motor Vehicles Upon Written Notification
All persons are required to dispose of any inoperable motor vehicles under their control within 14 days of written notice issued by the corporate authorities (Reference Appendix B SEC. 14-5-2-A), which states that such persons are to dispose of any inoperable motor vehicles under their control.

SEC. 14-5-3:  Obtaining Ownership Information Through State
When the Chief of Police does not know the identity of the owner of an inoperable motor vehicle, he/she shall cause the vehicle registration records of the State to be searched by the Secretary of State for the purpose of obtaining the required ownership information.  If that search is negative, the Chief of Police shall cause the stolen motor vehicle files of the State Police to be searched by a directed communication to the State Police for stolen or wanted information on the vehicle.  When the State Police files are searched with negative results, the information contained in the  National Crime Information Center (NCIC) files will be searched by the State Police.  The information determined from these record searches will be returned to the officials for those officials’ use in sending a notification by certified or registered mail to the registered owner, and this information shall be presumed to be accurate.

SEC.  14-5-4:  Authority to Remove and Impound Inoperable Motor Vehicles
Any inoperable motor vehicle which is not disposed of within 14 days from the date of said notice may be removed and impounded by the Chief of Police according to the procedures hereinafter set forth in this article.

SEC.  14-5-5:  Hearing Regarding Removal

Any person receiving notice hereunder shall have an opportunity to contest the removal before the City Council provided he /she presents a written request (letter form) to the City Clerk for a hearing before the City Council within seven (7) days from the date of the removal notice.  That hearing shall be held at the first regular meeting of the City Council which occurs 48 hours or more following the receipt of the hearing request.   At the hearing, the Police Chief and the person requesting the hearing may introduce any witnesses and evidence which either party deems appropriate or necessary.   When a written request for hearing is filed with the City Clerk, no action shall be taken against the person(s) to whom the notice of removal was sent until after the hearing before the City Council.  Upon conclusion of the hearing by the City Council, a new notice (letter form) shall be sent to the person to whom the notice of removal was sent setting forth the decision of the Council and the time limit for removal of the inoperable vehicle if such removal is deemed necessary by the Council.

SEC.  14-5-6:  Right to Take Possession;  Entry Upon Private Property

If the violation described in the notice has not been remedied within the 14-day period of compliance or in the event that a notice requesting a hearing is timely filed, a hearing is had, and the existence of the violation is affirmed by the City Council, the Chief of Police or his designee shall have the right to take possession of the inoperable motor vehicle and have it removed from the premises.  It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or refuse to allow that person to enter upon private property for the purpose of investigating a violation of this Ordinance or removing a vehicle under the provisions of this article.

SEC.  14-5-7:  Record to be Kept; Information Required
When a vehicle is authorized to be removed and impounded hereunder, the Chief of Police shall keep and maintain a record of the vehicle removed, the color, year of manufacture, manufacturer’s trade name, manufacturer’s series name, body style, vehicle identification number, license plate number, and registration sticker year and number displayed on the vehicle, or so much thereof as may be available.  The record shall also include the date and hour of removal, location removed from, location removed to, reason for removal, and the name of the official authorizing same.

SEC.  14-5-8:  Reclamation of Vehicle Upon Proof of Ownership
Vehicles which have been removed and impounded may be reclaimed by the owner by presenting proof of ownership or of the right to possession and upon payment of all 

SEC.  14-5-8:  Reclamation of Vehicle Upon Proof of Ownership  (Continuation No. 1)

towing and storage costs; however, no towing and storage costs shall be assessed where it is determined that the removal and impoundment was improper. 

SEC.  14-5-9:  Disposal of Vehicles Pursuant to State Law

Vehicles which have been removed and impounded according to this article shall be disposed of pursuant to the procedures set forth in 625 ILCS 5/4-208, 209, 210, 211 and 212 , as amended. 

ARTICLE 6:  City Vehicle Licenses
SEC.  14-6-1:  Authority and Use of Revenues
The City hereby establishes City vehicle licenses, assesses fees therefor and uses the revenues there from in accordance with the provisions of 65 ILCS 5/8-11-4, as amended from time to time. 

SEC.  14-6-2:  License Required
Every owner or operator of a motor vehicle who resides within the City shall obtain a City vehicle license (commonly called City Wheel Tax Sticker) for the use of each motor vehicle used on any public street or highway within the City, except for those motor vehicles which qualify as antique vehicles under the Illinois license standards and which display the current year Illinois antique license plates. The owner or lessee of each vehicle which is registered in Illinois for current license plates at an address within the City of Knoxville shall acquire said city license except for antiques as specified above.  Failure to acquire a city vehicle license is a violation of this section.  Police are authorized to enforce this ordinance regardless of whether the vehicle is observed on public or private property since it is licensed by the State for use on public streets and roads.  If a business enterprise is based within the City but the owner(s) of that business resides outside the City, a City vehicle license shall be required for each motor vehicle licensed by the State by such business with an address within the City, except for antiques as specified above. (Amended 6-19-2000).

SEC.  14-6-3:  Application and Issuance Generally
Every owner or operator of a motor vehicle desiring a City vehicle license for a motor vehicle shall apply to the City Clerk, providing the name and address of the applicant and a description of the vehicle for which the license is desired and the state license number.  Upon payment by the applicant of the license fee, the City Clerk shall issue or 

cause to be issued a City vehicle license (wheel tax sticker) authorizing the use of such motor vehicle within the City until the expiration of such license. 

SEC.  14-6-4:  License Fees and Due Date
The annual fee for a City vehicle license shall be established by City Council resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A SEC.  14-6-4-A).

The City vehicle license year shall be August 1 through July 31.  The City vehicle license shall be due and payable on or before the first day of August in each and every year.  If a person acquires a vehicle which is not a replacement for a previous vehicle on February 1st or later during any City vehicle license year, then the fee for the balance of that City vehicle license year shall be one-half the annual fee for such vehicle.

If a person starts his/her residence within the City on or after February 1, then his/her City vehicle license fee(s) shall be one-half the annual fee for each vehicle.

If a person acquires a City vehicle license for any year 30 days after any due date established herein, then in addition to any other penalty which may be imposed, a late fee shall then be charged as established by City Council resolution from time–to-time.  (Ref. Appendix. A Sec. 14-6-4-A)  (Added 11-20-2006)

If a person claims as a defense to a late fee that residence was established or a vehicle was acquired within 30 days of applying for a City vehicle license, that individual shall provide proof of the date the residence was established and/or the date a vehicle was acquired.  (Added 11-20-06).

SEC.  14-6-5:  Transfer of License
Upon the sale or trade of a duly City licensed motor vehicle, and when said vehicle has been replaced by the owner or operator of that vehicle, the said license may be transferred from the previous motor vehicle to the replacement motor vehicle upon the payment of a fee to be established by the City Council from time to time by resolution, including the issuance of a new sticker (Reference Appendix A Section 14-6-5-A).  

(Amended 5-6-96).

SEC.  14-6-6:  Issuance and Display of License (Sticker)
Every owner or operator of a motor vehicle who receives a City vehicle license pursuant to this article shall receive at the time of payment of the fee a municipal license sticker without extra charge therefor; such stickers shall be numbered serially, and bear the number and the year for which issued.  Each such sticker for an automobile or truck shall be affixed to the front windshield of the vehicle for which it was issued, in the lower right corner (passenger side) so as to be readily readable at all times at which such vehicle is operated on any public street or other highway in the City.  The sticker for any other type vehicle shall be affixed in a location determined by the owner/operator.  Each sticker, which has been so affixed, shall be removed within 15 days of the expiration date or when a new sticker is affixed, whichever is the earlier date.

SEC.  14-6-7:  Penalty
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this article shall be fined for each offense and a separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. Such fine(s) shall be established by City Council resolution from time to time.  (Reference Appendix A Section 14-6-7-A).  (Amended 5-1-2000).

ARTICLE 7:  Non-Motorized Vehicles

SEC.  14-7-1:  Motor Vehicle Laws Applicable
Whenever a non-motorized vehicle is operated upon any street or highway, the laws of the State and ordinances of the City regarding the control and operation of motor vehicles shall apply except in those cases where there are unique and separate regulations for non-motorized vehicles or where, by their nature, such laws and/or ordinances can have no application.

SEC.  14-7-2:  Equipment Required
Every Class One non-motorized vehicle propelled by human power shall be equipped with a brake adequate to control the movement of, and to stop such vehicle when necessary.

Every Class One or Class Two non-motorized vehicle which is operated on any street or highway between sunset and sunrise shall be equipped with a lamp on the front of the vehicle or operator which shall emit a white light which is visible from a distance of at least 500 feet.  Also, each such vehicle or operator shall be equipped with a back red light which shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet, or a back red reflector which is visible a distance of 100 feet or more when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. 

SEC.  14-7-3:  Operation of Non-Motorized Vehicles
A person propelling a Class One vehicle shall not ride other than upon the permanent and regular seat attached thereto.  No such vehicle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed and equipped. 

No person shall ride a Class One vehicle upon any sidewalk unless the rider shall, at all times, yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians.

Any person operating any non-motorized vehicle shall not attach the same, or himself/herself, to any other moving vehicle at any time.

Any persons operating non-motorized vehicles upon a street, highway or sidewalk shall proceed in a single file fashion. 

SEC. 14-7-3:  Operation of Non-Motorized Vehicles    (continuation No. 1)
No person operating a non-motorized vehicle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents or impairs the operator’s vision.

No rider of a non-motorized vehicle shall remove both hands from the handlebars or any other hand steering device, or feet from the pedals or any other foot propulsion device, or practice any acrobatic or fancy operation on any street, highway or sidewalk; nor shall any person operating a non-motorized vehicle upon a street, highway or sidewalk 

participate in any race for speed or endurance with any vehicle except under permit from and under the supervision of the Chief of Police or his/her agent. 

Any person operating a non-motorized vehicle shall park such vehicle at a place and in a manner so as not to block any portion of any public street, sidewalk, or any place which is frequented by the public, such as the entrance to a place of business, even though on private property.

The use of Class Two Non-Motorized Vehicles shall be prohibited on sidewalks on both sides of Main Street from Line Street to Market Street and on the sidewalks around the Public Square.  (Added 10-7-96).

SEC.  14-7-4:  Parent/Guardian Responsibility
The parent/guardian is ultimately responsible for the actions of his/her child/charge with respect to any violation of this article.

SEC.  14-7-5:  Penalty
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be fined for each offense with the provision that the parent or guardian shall pay such fine for any person who is of an age or other condition to be judged not responsible for his/her own actions.  Such fine(s) shall be established by City Council Resolution from time to time.  (Reference Appendix A Section 14-7-5-A).

ARTICLE 8:  Penalties
SEC.  14-8-1:  Declaration of Misdemeanor
Unless a specific article of this chapter provides a specific penalty, any person who fails to perform any act required, or who does any act forbidden, by this chapter of the City Code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

SEC.  14-8-2:  Fines, etc. 

The general penalty provisions of Sec. 1-1-11 of this Code shall apply except that the penalty for violating Section 14-3-3 shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $500, and each violation of that section shall constitute a separate offense.  (Amended 3-15-1993). 

