CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

PARKS AND RECREATION

Article 1:  In General 

SEC.17-1-1:
Declaration of Use


The parks which are owned by the City are hereby declared to be used by the general public in a manner appropriate to provide the greatest good to the greatest number of the residents of the City with the provision that such parks also are to be available for use by persons who reside outside the City.  

SEC. 17-1-2
Conduct in City Parks
 In order to accomplish the Declaration of Use in Sec. 17-1-1, the following types of                                   conduct are prohibited in the City park:

(1)  Driving or parking any motor vehicle on any part of any park which is not designated for those purposes, except when necessary for loading or unloading items to be deposited within or removed from a park;


(2)  Starting or maintaining any fires except in approved containers;


(3)  Littering of any kind on any area of any park;


(4)  Possessing or consuming any alcoholic beverage in any City park;


(5)  Riding, leading or otherwise permitting any large animal in any City Park;

(6)  Permitting a dog or other small animal in any Park except or unless said dog or other small animal is on a leash with the provisions that (a) the owner or attendant shall clean up after such animal and (b) that all small animals are prohibited in the playground equipment area; and


(7)  Swimming or wading in the pond at James Knox Park.   

SEC. 17 –1-3:  
Curfew in City Parks 
A curfew is hereby imposed on the presence of persons in the City’s parks. No person shall enter or remain in the City’s parks after sunset and before sunrise, except by special permission of the City Council (which includes approved permits for use of park shelters).  A notice of such curfew shall be posted at each park but the absence of such a posting shall not alter the hours of the curfew.

SEC. 17-1-4: 
Sale of Goods
Except when special permission is granted by the City Council, no person shall offer goods or services for sale within any City park; nor shall any person offer goods or

SEC. 17-1-4: 
Sale of Goods (continuation)

services for sale in the proximity of the park, if such sales result in causing traffic or pedestrian congestion at or in a City park.

SEC. 17-1-5:
Regulation for Use

In order to make the Parks available to the maximum numbers of persons with the least confusion and inconvenience the following regulations for use are established by the City Council:

    (1)  Individuals and small groups are welcome to use the parks on a first come,  first served basis for any facility or specific area of either park without needing to make a reservation, except when such facility or area has been reserved for a large group activity.

   (2)  Any person or organization which wishes to use any park facility or specific area for a large group special use (wedding, family reunion, etc) may request the reservation of a facility or  area by coming to City Hall and completing an application (Reference Appendix B, Section 17-1-5-A) or by calling 309-289-2814 for a reservation form.

  (3)  Any group which desires to erect a tent or any other temporary use item must submit the application indicated above and  a supplement to application (Reference

Appendix B Section 17-1-5-B) for use of a park facility to the City Administrator/Mayor for approval.  (Revised 7-16-01)

  (4)  A copy of each approved application shall be provided to the applicant and a

copy of any approved application for use of the James Knox Pavilion is to be

posted at that structure as a notice for reserved use.  (Added 8-2-2000)

SEC. 17-1-6:  
Penalty


A violation of this ordinance is a misdemeanor and the provisions of Sec. 1-1-11


shall not apply.  (Renumbered 8-21-2000).

