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PLANNING
ARTICLE l:  In General

SEC. 18-1-1: Approval of Plats Prior to Recording                       

No map or plat of any subdivision presented for record affecting land within the corporate limits of the City (or within contiguous territory which is not more than one and one-half miles beyond the corporate limits of the City) shall be entitled to be recorded nor shall it be valid unless the subdivision is in compliance with the Knoxville Subdivision ordinance and in conformity with the appli​cable requirements of any State law and/or other local ordinances including an official map; provided, that a certificate of approval by the City Council, certified by the City Clerk, or a certified copy of an order of the Circuit Court directing the recording as provided in III. Rev. Stat. Ch. 24, §11-12-8, as amended, shall be sufficient evidence of compliance with this section upon which the County Recorder of Deeds may accept the plat for recording.

ARTICLE 2: Plan Commission

SEC. 18-2-1: Establishment
There is hereby established a Plan Commission.

SEC. 18-2-2: Number of Members
             The Plan Commission shall be composed of seven members.

SEC. 18-2-3: Appointment of Members
Members of the Plan Commission shall be appointed by the Mayor                                              subject to confirmation by the City Council.

SEC. 18-2-4: Qualifications of  Members
The members of the Plan Commission shall reside within the City or within one and one-half miles thereof but outside any other munici​pality, and shall be appointed on the basis of their interest in and/or particular fitness for duty on said Commission.

SEC. 18-2-5: Term of Members
One term shall be for 1 year, two for 2 years, two for 3 years and two for 4 years.  Successors to each member shall be appointed for a term of four years.  All terms shall expire on December 31, or as soon thereafter as a new appointment is made and that member(s) is qualified.

SEC. 18-2-6: Vacancies
Any vacancy occurring in the membership of the Plan Commission shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired term under the same appointment procedure as for full term.

SEC. 18-2-7: Compensation
All members of the Plan Commission shall serve without compensation, except that if the City Council deems it advisable the secretary may receive such compensation as may be fixed from time to time by the City Council and provided for in the annual appropriation ordinance.

SEC. 18-2-8: Meetings
All meetings of the Commission shall be held at the call of the Chairperson or Secretary.  The presence of four members shall be necessary for a quorum.  All meetings shall be open to the public.  The chairperson, or Acting Chairperson, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.

SEC. 18-2-9: Report to City Council
The Plan Commission shall file a report with the City Council and the Zoning Board of Appeals, if applicable, setting forth its recommendations following each meeting of the Commission.

SEC. 18-2-10: Employment of Personnel
The Plan Commission may, at the discretion of the City Council, employ a paid secretary, whose wages and other necessary expenses shall be provided for by the Council from the public funds.  If the Plan Commission shall deem it advisable to secure technical advice or services, it may be done upon authority from the City Council and appropriations by the Council therefor.

SEC. 18-2-11: Officers, Rules, Bylaws, Etc.
One of the members shall be designated by the Mayor, with the consent of the City Council, as Chairman of the Commission to hold office until his successor is appointed and qualified.  The Mayor shall have the 
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power to remove any member for cause after written charges have been filed, and a public hearing held if requested by the member charged.  

The Commission shall operate under Robert's Rules of Order and consistent with requirements of State law and City ordinances.

The Zoning Administrator shall serve as Secretary of the Plan Com​mission and shall be responsible for maintaining a record of the actions of the Commission.  In the absence of the Zoning Adminis​trator, the members of the Commission shall select one of its members to serve as secretary pro-tem.

SEC. 18-2-12: Records
The Plan Commission shall keep written records of its proceedings, which shall be open at all times to public inspection.

SEC. 18-2-13: Enumerated Powers or Duties

The Plan Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

(1)
To prepare and recommend to the Mayor and City Council a comprehensive plan for the present and future development or redevelopment of the City.  Such plan may be adopted by the Council in whole or in separate geographical or functional parts, each of which, when adopted, shall be the official comprehensive plan, or part thereof, of the municipality.  This plan may include reasonable require​ments with reference to streets, alleys, public grounds and other improvements hereinafter specified.  The plan, as recommended by the Plan Commission and as thereafter adopted by the Council, may be made applicable, by the terms thereof, to land situated within the corporate limits and contiguous territory not more than one and one-​half miles beyond the corporate limits and not included in any municipality.  Such plan may be implemented by 

ordinances:

(a) Establishing reasonable standards of design for subdivisions and for re-subdivisions of unimproved land and of areas subject to 

(b) redevelopment in respect to public improve​ments as herein defined;
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(c) Establishing reasonable requirements gov​erning the location, width, course and surfacing of public streets and highways, alleys, ways for public service facilities, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, 

(d) street lights, parks, playgrounds, school grounds, size of lots to be used for residential pur​poses, storm water drainage, water supply and distribution, sanitary sewers, and sewage collection and treatment; and

(e) May designate land suitable for annexation to the municipality and the recommended zoning classification for such land upon annexation;


(2)
To prepare and recommend to the City Council from time to time changes in the official comprehensive plan;

(3)
To prepare and recommend to the City Council from time to time plans and/or recommendations for specific improve​ments in pursuance of such official plan;


(4)
To give aid to City officials charged with the direction of projects for improvements embraced within the official plan, to further the making of such improvements, and generally to promote the realization of the official plan;


(5)
To arrange and conduct any form of publicity relative to its activities for the general purpose of public under​standing;


(6)
Those powers provided by Knoxville zoning ordinance and the Knoxville Subdivision ordinance; and


(7)
To exercise such other powers germane to the powers granted by State law as may be conferred by ordinance.

SEC. 18-2-14:  Public Improvements
The City Clerk shall furnish the Plan Commission, for its consider​ation, a copy of all ordinances, plans and data relative to public improvements of any nature.  The Plan Commission may report in relation thereto if it deems a report necessary or advisable, for the consideration of the City Council.

