CHAPTER TEN

FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION

ARTICLE 1:  In General
SEC.  10-1-1:  Jurisdiction
The corporate limits of the City of Knoxville are wholly located within the boundaries of the Knoxville Community Fire Protection District, which is a separate taxing body.  Accordingly, the Knoxville Community Fire Protection District has jurisdiction within the City for fire prevention and protection.

ARTICLE 2:  Burning
SEC.  10-2-1:  Landscape Waste
Leaves, branches, brush and other landscape waste may be burned outdoors, provided:

(1) Only dry, non-green landscape waste may be so burned;

(2) Grass clippings may not be so burned;

(3) The fire shall be located a minimum of twenty (20) feet away from any

structure or other combustible object;

(4) A water hose connected to a water source that will reach to the fire area

shall be present at all times until the fire is thoroughly extinguished;

(5) No flammable liquid shall be used to start or maintain the fire; and,

(6)  The fire shall be attended at all times by a person 18 years of age or older.

SEC.  10-2-2:  Outdoor Burning Hours

(1) Unless specifically authorized under this Article, no person shall burn

outdoors or allow to be burned outdoors, any landscape waste, leaves, household waste, or any other materials, between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 8 a.m.; no such burning shall be allowed at any time on Sundays, Mondays or Tuesdays. (Amended 3-6-2023)
(2) The word “person” in the foregoing subsection shall include the person

conducting the burning, and the owner or possessor of the property on which the burning takes place.



(3)  Burning shall be considered to continue so long as a fire remains smoldering.

SEC.  10-2-3:  Weiner Roast Fires
Notwithstanding any contrary provision in Section 10-2-2 of the Article, wiener roast fires shall be allowed, but such wiener roast fires must comply with all of the following conditions: (Amended 3-6-2023)
(1) Fuel for the fire shall consist of seasoned dry wood, and shall not include

construction materials.

(2) The fire shall be no more than four (4) feet in diameter, nor more than 

two (2) feet in height;

(3) The fire shall be located a minimum of twenty (20) feet away from any

structure or other combustible object;

(4) A water hose connected to a water source that will reach to the fire area

shall be present at all times until the fire is thoroughly extinguished;

(5) No flammable liquid shall be used to start or maintain the fire; and

(6) The fire shall be attended by an adult at all times, and thoroughly extinguished immediately after the event.

SEC.  10-2-4:  Burning on Streets Prohibited
No person shall burn landscape waste or any other combustible material on or adjacent to any city street, curb or drainage ditch.

SEC. 10-2-5:  Other Burning

(1) No person shall burn any materials, specifically including but not limited to,

rubbish, refuse, construction waste, hazardous waste, buildings or structures, furniture, diapers, human or animal fecal matter, or other materials, within the corporate limits of the City of Knoxville, except as otherwise authorized under this Article or by written permission of the City Council. (Amended 3-6-2023)
(2) The above sections of this Article shall not prohibit any of the following:

(a) Burning in industrial and commercial incinerators which have been

approved and permitted by the Illinois Environmental Protection

Agency (IEPA) and registered with the fire department;

(b) Fires in indoor domestic fireplaces, provided that only natural gas or seasoned dry wood may be used for such fires; (Amended 3-6-2023)
(c) Fires for instruction in the methods of firefighting or for research in the

SEC. 10-2-5:  Other Burning (continuation)

control of fires provided written approval is obtained from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency;

(d) Outdoor cooking grill fires, fueled by charcoal, natural gas, seasoned dry wood, or liquid petroleum gas, for the purpose of preparing food for human consumption; or, (Amended 3-6-2023)
(e) The burning of seasoned dry wood in outdoor “fire pits” constructed 

of solid, non-porous, fire-proof material, not exceeding (3) three feet

in diameter.

SEC. 10-2-5-6:  Penalty

Each violation of this Article, save for a violation of Section 10-2-5-7 of this Article (which is subject to separate penalty provisions) shall be a misdemeanor subject to the following penalty provisions:  (Added 8-7-1989, amended 3-6-2023).

First offense: A fine of $100.00, provided further, that at the sole discretion of any police officer of the City of Knoxville, a warning ticket may be issued in lieu of a fine;


Second offense: A fine of $250.00; and


Third and Subsequent Offense:  A fine of $750.00 for each violation. 

SEC. 10-2-5-7:  Disposal of Leaves, Grass and Small Sticks (Added 3-6-2023)
In recognition that this Article limits the times and means by which certain yard waste may be burnt, the City may, but is not required to, offer specially designated garbage bags for purchase by City residents for the purposes of disposing grass clippings, leaves and small sticks (sticks no longer than 12” in length or a half inch in diameter). The purchase price of such garbage bags may be set, from time to time, by resolution or ordinance of the City Council.  No items other than grass clippings, leaves and small sticks shall be placed in said bags for pick-up by the City.

In the alternative, residents of the City may deposit grass clippings, leaves and small sticks at the City tree dump without charge.  Persons depositing grass clippings, leaves and small sticks at the City tree dump shall not intermingle grass clippings and leaves with small sticks.  Small sticks shall be deposited only in the marked and approved locations within the City tree dump, likewise, grass clippings and leaves shall be deposited only in the marked and approved location.  In no instance shall items (including, but not limited to garbage, refuse, and noxious items) other than grass clippings, leaves or small sticks be deposited at the tree dump, except where expressly authorized by some other Section of the Knoxville City Code.  Grass clippings, leaves or small sticks deposited at the City tree dump shall not be in bags (including, but not limited to, garbage bags sold by the City or others for the purpose of disposal or 
SEC. 10-2-5-7:  Disposal of Leaves, Grass and Small Sticks (continuation)

curbside pickup of leaves, grass clippings, small sticks or yard waste) or any other container, regardless of whether such bags or container are biodegradable. 

Each violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor subject to the following penalty provisions:


First offense:  A fine of $250.00;


Second offense:  A fine of $500.00; 


Third offense:  A fine of $750.00; and
Fourth and Subsequent offenses:  A fine of $750.00 for each offense plus a lifetime ban prohibiting the offender from using the City tree dump.  
