CHAPTER EIGHT

CEMETERY

Additions 3-7-2011

Amended 6-4-2012-Section 8-1-7 cremains burial

Amend 2015-13, Section 8-1-7

Amend 2019-13, Section 8-1-7 (11-18-2019)

Amend 2019-17, Section 8-1-7 (12-16-2019)

ARTICLE 1:  In General

SEC.  8-1-1:   Establishment

There is hereby established a cemetery to be known as the Knoxville Cemetery.

SEC.  8-1-2:   Price and Sale of Lots and Crypts
The prices for burial spaces within cemetery lots and mausoleum crypts shall be as established by the City Council by resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A SEC. 8-1-2-A).  The Mayor and City Clerk under the City Seal shall convey all such burial spaces within cemetery lots or mausoleum crypts to the purchasers by deed for burial purposes only (Reference Appendix B SEC. 8-1-2-A) and subject to all City rules and regulations concerning the cemetery.  Receipts from the sale of burial spaces shall be distributed among the various cemetery accounts as determined by City Council resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A SEC. 8-1-2-B).

SEC.  8-1-3:   Grave Openings 
The person having charge of the burial of any person shall obtain grave opening authorization from the designated City representative. The fees for such openings shall be determined by the City Council by resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A SEC. 8-1-3-A) and deposited in the cemetery current account.

SEC.  8-1-4:   Records
A separate book shall be kept for the purpose of showing receipt of monies for all sales, grave openings and any other income, and all expenditures of all funds for payments made in relation to the Knoxville Cemetery.

SEC.  8-1-5:   Injury or Damage
No person shall (1) willfully destroy, mutilate or injure any tomb, monument, stone, vault, tree, shrub or ornament, or any other object whatever in the Knoxville Cemetery or in any street (drive), lot or part thereof, or (2) hunt, shoot or discharge any gun, pistol or other missile within the limits of the cemetery, except for a military burial or memorial service, or (3) cause any shot or missile to be discharged into or over any portion thereof.

SEC.  8-1-6:   Entry into Knoxville Cemetery Between Dusk and Dawn Prohibited; Notice; 



 Penalty
No person, other than a representative(s) of the City, shall enter the Knoxville Cemetery after dusk and before daylight.  Notice(s) to such effect shall be posted at the cemetery as a courtesy to the public, but the lack of such sign(s) shall not change the prohibited entry time.

Any person found within the cemetery between dusk and daylight shall have an Administrative Warning Ticket issued by a Police person with a fine as established by City Council Resolution (Reference Appendix A, Section 8-1-6-A).  Failure to pay said fine will result in the violation becoming a criminal complaint with a fine established by the City Council (Reference Appendix A, Section 8-1-6-A).

SEC.  8-1-7:   Cemetery Regulations  (Revised 10/20/2015)
The regulations for the use and preservation of the cemetery are:

(1)
Flowers may be left on any grave or stone until they wilt.  If not removed by family or friends, wilted flowers will be removed by City personnel.

(2)
Fresh and/or artificial flowers may be placed on a grave without disturbing the grass or ground, but the container shall not be made of glass.  Flowers in glass containers shall be removed by City personnel without waiting for the flowers to wilt.

(3)
A single swinging flower basket (on a Shepherd hook) and/or small bronze plaques such as VFW or DAR on small metal stake may stay in place provided that the support rod is no more than an inch away from the end of a grave marker/stone base.  Hooks will not be permitted on the front and/or back of the marker/stone base.  Multiple “shepherd hooks” are prohibited.

(4)
Larger plaques on separate stands/tripods are prohibited. 

(5
Solar lights and other bulky decorations are prohibited in or on the ground around the headstone.  

(6)
Fresh and/or artificial flowers shall not be planted or placed in the ground on or around any grave or grave space.

(7)
Grave blankets, pillows, and wreaths are allowed as winter grave decorations from November 15 until the Spring clean-up beginning March 15.

(8)
Shrubbery or trees shall not be planted in the Knoxville Cemetery except by the City in spaces reserved for that purpose.

(9)
Trees and/or shrubbery which existed prior to any City of Knoxville Cemetery regulations prohibiting them shall be removed and sprouts shall be cut or removed by City Personnel as necessary.

(10)
Each gravestone shall be supported by a concrete slab which shall extend at least six inches on all four sides beyond the stone base.

(11)
Each person purchasing a grave or crypt space in the Knoxville Cemetery shall receive a deed from the City for burial purposes only.  Any person desiring to transfer ownership of a grave or crypt space to another person shall quit-claim the grave or crypt space to the new owner who shall present a copy of the quit-claim to the City of Knoxville in order for the City to maintain accurate records.

(12)
Objects on any grave or stone may be removed at such time when removal is necessary in the judgment of the designated City Official.

(13)
All burials shall be made in a concrete vault or burial vault and no other type receptacle is permitted.  

(14)
No marker or monument shall be placed on any lot prior to burial unless the lot purchase has been paid in full and a deed has been issued.  Following burial, no marker or monument shall be placed on any lot until all lot fees, grave opening fees and other charges have been paid in full.

(15)
No more than one burial of cremains, with the urn not to exceed ten inches (10”) in height, shall be allowed to be placed on top of an existing full-size burial vault.  

(16)
The number of cremation remains is limited to two sets of cremation remains per grave where there are no other burials.

(17)
The burial of cremation ashes shall be placed in a concrete or marble urn.

(18)
There is a limit of one stone per grave.  When ashes are buried on an existing grave, a small stone no larger than fourteen inches wide and two feet long will be permitted opposite the other stone and must be ground level. Burial of cremains after June 21, 2010 will not be allowed on existing graves (see paragraph 13 of this Section 8-1-7).  

(19)
All headstones/footstones shall be placed in a line at the end of the gravesite with the lettering on each stone facing west.  

(20)
The City requests, and may require, 48 hours’ notice prior to a grave opening for burial.  
(21)
All grave opening fees shall be paid in full before entrance for the burial or not later than exit from the cemetery on the date of burial, except in the case of a licensed undertaker who maintains an account with the City who shall remit all charges monthly upon receipt of a statement.  

(22)
All new grave stone markers on lots located in the even rows of Section 5 and 6 of the Knoxville Cemetery shall be at ground level.

(23)
No burials will be allowed on any day recognized as a holiday by the City of Knoxville by custom or by its personnel policies, except holiday burial may be allowed by the city, in the sole discretion of its officials, in which case Sunday burial rates will apply to the holiday burial.   (Amended 12-16-2019)
(24)    Annual cemetery clean-up will occur starting March 15 and June 15 each year, weather permitting.  Family members desiring to save decorations placed on a grave should remove such decorations prior to these dates.  

(25)   The City of Knoxville shall have the right to remove all objects whose appearance and condition warrant removal or violate the City’s rules and regulations.  This includes, but is not limited to, out of season and faded arrangements.  The City also will not be liable for any flower or decoration removed, lost or destroyed for any cause or reason.
(26)    Bodies placed in the mausoleum shall be embalmed and a casket tray shall be required.  (Added 11-18-2019)
SEC.  8-1-8:   Penalty
The violation of any provision of this chapter by any person shall be a misdemeanor and subject to the penalty provided in Sec. 1-1-11. 

