CHAPTER SIXTEEN

OFFENSES – MISCELLANEOUS

Addition Article 3-AWT tickets Apr 1990

Revised Article 3-AWT tickets Sept 3, 1996

Addition of Article 4-Tobacco Products Oct 19, 1998
Addition of Article 5-Truancy Aug 7, 2000

Addition of Article 6-Possession and furnishing of Alcoholic Liquors to Minors Jul 19, 2010

Revise Article 3 – Administrative Warning Ticket Jul 28, 2014

Revise Article 2-Cannabis and Drug Paraphernalia Oct 15, 2018

Revise Article 5-Truancy Oct 15, 2018

Revised Article 2-Recreational Cannabis Pursuant to State Law Nov 18, 2019

Replaced Article 2 – Cannabis and Drug Paraphernalia Feb 16, 2026

Revised Section 16-4-2 Definitions Mar 2, 2026

ARTICLE 1:  Offenses
SEC.  16-1-1:   Parties to an Offense
The accountability provisions of Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 38, Article 5, as amended from time to time, shall apply in determining whether a person violates any ordinance of the City.

SEC.  16-1-2:   Curfew for Minors
It is unlawful for a person less than 18 years of age to be present at or upon any public assembly, building, place, street or highway at the following times unless accompanied and supervised by a parent, legal guardian or other responsible companion at least 21 years of age approved by a parent or legal guardian or unless engaged in a business or occupation which the laws of the state authorize a person less than 18 years of age to perform:

(1) Between 12:01 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. Saturday;

(2) Between 12:01 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. Sunday; and

(3) Between 11:00 p.m. on Sunday to Thursday, inclusive, and 6:00 a.m. on the following day. 

It is unlawful for a parent, legal guardian or other person to knowingly permit a person in his custody or control to violate this section.


SEC.  16-1-3:   Resisting or Obstructing City Officials
No person shall resist or obstruct the performance by one known to the person to be a City officer or employee acting within his/her official capacity nor shall any person resist, oppose, abuse, assault or threaten such a person acting within his/her official capacity.

SEC.  16-1-4:   Disorderly Conduct
A person commits disorderly conduct when he/she knowingly:

(1) Does any act in such unreasonable manner as to alarm or disturb another and to provoke a breach of peace; or

(2) With intent to annoy another, makes a telephone call, whether or not conversation thereby ensues; or

(3) Transmits in any manner to the fire department of any city, town, village or fire protection district a false alarm of fire, knowing at the time of such transmission that there is no reasonable ground for believing that such fire exists; or

(4) Transmits in any manner to another a false alarm to the effect that a bomb or other explosive of any nature is concealed in such place that its explosion would endanger human life, knowing at the time of such transmission that there is no reasonable ground for believing that such bomb or explosive is concealed in such place; or

(5) Transmits in any manner to any peace officer, public officer or public employee a report to the effect that an offense has been committed, knowing at the time of such transmission that there is no reasonable ground for believing that such an offense has been committed; or

(6) Enters upon the property of another and for a lewd or unlawful purpose deliberately looks into a dwelling on the property through any window or opening in it; or

(7) While acting as a collection agency as defined in the “Collection Agency Act” or as an employee of such collection agency, and while attempting to collect an alleged debt, makes a telephone call to the alleged debtor which is designed to harass, annoy or intimidate the alleged debtor; or

(8) Willfully disturbs any lawful assembly or creates a disturbance in a public place; or

(9) Obstructs or hinders any member of the public from freely passing wherever he/she has a legal right to go; or

(10) Jostles or willfully crowds any member of the public in any public or private place, or otherwise interferes intentionally with the peaceful pursuit of his/her affairs; or 

SEC.  16-1-4:   Disorderly Conduct (continuation No. 1)
(11) Loiters, lounges, stands about or otherwise frequents any public or private place after being requested to leave by the person in charge thereof or by a police officer; or

(12) Conducts himself/herself in such a manner as is likely to lead to a breach of peach, or behaves in a rude, offensive or indecent manner while in a public place; or

(13) Creates or maintains or assists or participates in the creation or maintenance of a loud or raucous noise likely to disturb the public peace or quiet; or

(14) Appears in a public place while so intoxicated or under the influence of a narcotic drug that such person constitutes a nuisance or a threat to the health or safety of any person, including himself; or 

(15) Begs or solicits donations from the public for his/her personal use; or

(16) Engages in fighting, or makes insulting or threatening remarks or gestures calculated to result in a fight or other breach of the peace; or

(17) As the person in charge of a place of amusement or recreation he/she permits or allows any unnecessary disturbance therein, or any conduct which is likely to result in a breach of peace; or

(18) Commits any lewd, obscene or indecent act in a public place, or a place frequented by the public, or appears in public in an indecent state of dress; or

(19) Except for those persons specifically authorized to do so, carries a concealed weapon upon or about his/her person, or displays or flourishes such a weapon in a threatening manner or in a manner calculated or likely to intimidate another person; or simulates the presence of such weapon and intimidates therewith, even though in fact no such weapon exists; or

(20) Climbs upon or otherwise affixes himself/herself to any moving vehicle, except in the course of his/her employment; or

(21) Tampers or interferes in any manner with a telephone, telegraph or other wire or cable conducting electric current, or with any pole or other structure used to support such wire or cable, except in the course of his/her employment; or

(22) Tampers or interferes in any manner with a lamp or other device used to light streets or alleys or with any pole or other structure used to support such lamp or other device, except in the course of his/her employment; or

SEC.  16-1-4:   Disorderly Conduct (continuation No. 2)
(23) Causes serious inconvenience or discomfort to any person by the burning of refuse, rubbish or other similar matter in an outdoor fire; or

(24) Permits any septic tank or any cesspool appertaining to any building of which he/she is the owner or tenant to become noxious or offensive; or
(25) Keeps, sells or delivers any poison or poisonous matter except in a container having the name thereof marked legibly thereon, together with the word “Poison!” placed and marked in such a manner as to attract immediate attention thereto, and the antidote therefore, if any (or, if applicable, the fact that there is no antidote); or sells or delivers any such poison or poisonous matter, except upon the prescription of a licensed physician, to any person without first registering the name and address of such person, the description and quantity of the material sold, and the purpose for which the same was obtained; or

(26) Willfully damages, defaces, destroys, removes, trespasses upon or injures in any way, any property belonging to another person without the express consent of such other person; or

(27) Impersonates a police officer or any other employee or official of the City of Knoxville, or resists any police officer when said officer is acting in the course of his official duty; or

(28) Except emergency lights used by authorized personnel, causes lights used for the illumination of any property to shine so as to impair the judgment of motorists or any other purposes construed to constitute a nuisance or hazard; or

(29) Removes, alters, damages, or destroys any records kept or maintained by or in the custody of any City of Knoxville official or employee, unless so authorized by the City Council.

SEC.  16-1-5:   Offenses Against Public Policy
The following shall constitute offenses against public policy:

(1) Willfully damaging, defacing, destroying, removing, trespassing upon or injuring in any way any public property; or

(2) Placing, leaving or depositing any refuse, litter, garbage or rubbish of any kind upon or in any street, alley, walk, park or other public place, other than in a trash receptacle for the purpose of refuse collection or in a City designated landfill; or

SEC.  16-1-5:   Offenses Against Public Policy (continuation No. 1)
(3) Obstructing or changing the natural course of drainage of any water way, whether the same is a natural watercourse or a gutter, sewer, culvert or other water pipe, without first obtaining the permission of the City Council; or

(4) Consuming an alcoholic beverage, or having in his/her possession an open container containing alcoholic liquor in or upon any street, sidewalk, alley, park or other outdoor place open to a frequented by the public.

SEC.  16-1-6:   Penalty
Each violation of this article shall be a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Sec. 1-1-11.

SEC. 16-1-7:  Possession of Alcoholic Beverage (added July 19, 2010)

No person shall consume an alcoholic beverage, or have in his or her possession,

an open container containing an alcoholic beverage in any place open to and frequented by

the public unless such place holds a current license authorizing it to sell alcoholic liquor at retail.  A violation of this Section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one-hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven-hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).

ARTICLE 2:  Cannabis and Drug Paraphernalia
Revised 11-18-2019, 2-16-2026
SEC.
16-2-1:  Definitions
For the purposes of this Article, the following words have the meanings ascribed to them in this section:

A.
“Cannabis”. Includes marijuana, hashish and other substances which are identified as including any parts of the plant Cannabis Sativa, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any part of such plant; and any compound, manufacture, salt, derivatives, mixture or preparation of such plant, its seeds or resin, including tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and all other cannabinol derivatives, including its naturally occurring or synthetically produced ingredients, whether produced directly or indirectly by extraction, or independently by means of chemical synthesis or by a combination of extraction and chemical synthesis; but shall not include the mature stalks of such plant, fiber produced from such stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of such plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of such mature stalks (except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil or cake, or the sterilized seed of such plant which is incapable of germination. The term “Cannabis” does not include industrial hemp as defined and authorized under the Illinois Industrial Hemp Act (505 ILCS 89/5).

B.
“Synthetic cannabinoid” means any laboratory-created or otherwise man-made compound that functions similar to or mimics the effect of the active ingredient in marijuana, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), including, but not limited to, any quantity of a natural or synthetic material, compound, mixture, preparation, substance and their analog (including isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of isomers) containing a cannabinoid receptor agonist.

C.
“Look-alike substance” or “cannabis look-alike substance” means a substance  which thereof, taste, consistency or any other identifying physical characteristic of the substance would lead a reasonable person to believe that the substance is cannabis or a synthetic cannabinoid; or (2) is expressly or impliedly represented to be cannabis or a synthetic cannabinoid, or distributed under circumstances which would lead a reasonable person to believe that the substance is cannabis or a synthetic cannabinoid.  For the purpose of determining whether the representations made or the circumstances of the distribution would lead a reasonable person to believe the substance to be cannabis or a synthetic cannabinoid under this clause 2, the court or other authority may consider the following factors in addition to any other factor that may be relevant: (a) statements made by the owner or person in control of the substance concerning its nature, use or effect; (b) statements made to the buyer or recipient that the substance may be resold for profit; (c) whether the substance is packaged in the manner normally used for the illegal distribution of controlled substances; (d) whether the distribution or attempted distribution included an exchange of or demand for money or other property as consideration and whether the amount of the consideration was substantially greater than the reasonable retail market value of the substance.

D.
“Drug paraphernalia” has the meaning provided in 720 ILCS 600/2(d).

E.
“Cannabis paraphernalia” includes equipment, products, or materials intended to be used for planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, producing, processing, preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, containing, concealing, ingesting, or otherwise introducing cannabis into the human body.

F.
“Public Place” means any place where a person may reasonably be expected to be observed by others. The term “public place” includes all parts of buildings owned in whole or in part, or leased, by the state, the city, or any other unit of local government. The term “public place” includes all areas in a park, recreation area, wildlife area or playground owned in whole or in part, leased, or managed by the state, the city, or any other unit of local government. The term “public place” does not include a private residence, unless such residence is used to provide licensed child care, foster care, or other similar social service on the premises.

G.
“Act” means the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Program Act (410 ILCS 130/1 et seq.).

H.
“CRTA” means the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (410 ILCS 705/1 et seq.).

SEC. 16-2-2:
Determination Factors for Drug Paraphernalia
In determining whether an object is Drug Paraphernalia, a court or other authority shall consider, in addition to all other logically relevant factors, the following:

(1)
Statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its use;

(2)
Prior convictions, if any, of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, under any State or Federal law relating to any controlled substance;

(3)
The proximity of the object, in time and space, to a direct violation of this article or a 
direct violation of state or federal law;

(4)
The proximity of the object to controlled substances;

(5)
The existence of any residue of controlled substances on the object;

(6)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, to deliver it to persons who he knows, or should reasonably know, intend to use the object to facilitate a violation of this article; the innocence of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, as to a direct violation of this article shall not prevent a finding that the object is intended for use, or designed for use as Drug Paraphernalia;

(7)
Instructions, oral or written, provided with the object concerning its use; 

(8)
Descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its use; 

(9)
National and local advertising concerning its use; 

(10)
The manner in which the object is displayed for sale; 

(11)
Whether the owner, or anyone in control of the object, is a legitimate supplier of like or related items to the community, such as a licensed distributor or dealer of tobacco products; 

(12)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of sales of the object(s) to the total sales of the business enterprise; 

(13)
The existence and scope of legitimate uses for the object in the community; and 

(14)
Expert testimony concerning its use.


SEC. 16-2-3:
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia Prohibited
A.
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia:  It is unlawful for any person to use Drug Paraphernalia to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, pack, repack, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale or otherwise introduce into the human body a controlled substance or a look-alike substance.

B.
Manufacture or Delivery of Drug Paraphernalia:  It is unlawful for any person to deliver, possess with intent to deliver, or manufacture with intent to deliver, Drug Paraphernalia, knowing, or under circumstances where one reasonably should know, that it will be used to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, pack, repack, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale or otherwise introduce into the human body a controlled substance or a look-alike substance.

C.
Advertisement of Drug Paraphernalia:  It is unlawful for any person to place in any newspaper, magazine, handbill, or other publication any advertisement, knowing, or under circumstances where one reasonably should know, that the purposes of the advertisement, in whole or in part, is to promote the sale of objects designed or intended for use as Drug Paraphernalia.

D.
Sale of Drug Paraphernalia: It shall be unlawful and it is hereby declared to be a nuisance for any store, place or premises to keep for sale, offer for sale, sell, or deliver for any commercial consideration any item of Drug Paraphernalia.

E.
It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under this Section that the accused had authority to possess, keep for sale, offer for sale, sell, or deliver any item or substance prohibited in this Section pursuant to the Illinois Controlled Substances Act (720 ILCS 570/101, et seq.), or that the accused is legally authorized to possess hypodermic syringes or needles under the Hypodermic Syringes and Needles Act (720 ILCS 635/0.01, et seq.).

F.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, it shall not be unlawful for any individual who is a registered qualifying patient or a registered designated caregiver, as those terms are defined in the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act (“Act”) (410 ILCS 130/1 et seq.), to possess cannabis or drug paraphernalia for the purpose of engaging or assisting in the medical use of cannabis, to engage in the medical use of cannabis, or to assist a qualifying patient with the medical use of cannabis in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  An individual is presumed to be acting lawfully and in compliance with this Section and the terms of the Act where such individual is in possession of 1) a valid registry identification card, and 2) no more than 2.5 ounces of cannabis (or such other amount as authorized by the Act).  

G.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, it shall not be unlawful for any individual to possess any item of drug paraphernalia used or reasonably intended for use in the lawful consumption of cannabis pursuant to the Act or the CRTA.  Nor shall it be unlawful for any employee or authorized agent of an establishment which is duly licensed pursuant to the Act or the CRTA to sell drug paraphernalia consistent with the terms of the establishment’s license.  Nor shall it be unlawful to advertise the lawful sale of drug paraphernalia at an establishment duly licensed pursuant to the Act or the CRTA to sell or provide such products. 
SEC. 16-2-4.
Possession and Use of Drug Cannabis Prohibited
A.
In General. It is unlawful for any person who is 21 years of age or older to possess cannabis in excess of the following limits:

(1)
For residents of the State of Illinois:

(a)
30 grams of cannabis flower;

(b)
500 milligrams of THC contained in a cannabis-infused 


product;

(c)
5 grams of cannabis concentrate.

(2)
For individuals who are not residents of the State of Illinois:

(a)
15 grams of cannabis flower; 

(b)
250 milligrams of THC contained in a cannabis-infused 


product; 

(c)
2.5 grams of cannabis concentrate.

B.
Minors.

(1)
Possession.  It is unlawful for any person under the age of 21 to possess or consume cannabis.

(2)
Sales to minors.  No cannabis business, or any officer, associate, member, representative, agent, or employee thereof shall sell, give, or deliver cannabis to any person under the age of 21.  No person, after purchasing or otherwise obtaining cannabis shall sell, give, or deliver such cannabis to any person under the age of 21.  

(3)
Furnishing or using false or fraudulent ID.  Any person under the age of 21 who presents or offers to any cannabis business, or any officer, associate, member, representative, agent, or employee thereof, any evidence of age and identity which is false, fraudulent, modified, or not their own for the purpose of ordering, purchasing, procuring, or attempting to order, purchase, or procure cannabis, or who has in their possession any false, fraudulent, or modified evidence of age or identity is guilty of a violation of this Section 16-2-4.

C.
Medical use of cannabis. Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, it shall not be unlawful for any individual who is a registered qualifying patient or a registered designated caregiver, as those terms are defined in the Act, to engage in the medical use of cannabis, or to possess cannabis for the purpose of engaging or assisting in the medical use of cannabis in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  An individual is presumed to be acting lawfully and in compliance with this Section and the terms of the Act where such individual is in possession of (i) a valid registry identification card issued pursuant to the Act, and (ii) no more than 2.5 ounces of cannabis (or such other amount as authorized by the Act or the CRTA).

D.
Cultivation of cannabis. It shall be unlawful for any individual to cultivate cannabis for personal use; provided, however, that a registered qualifying patient under the Act may cultivate up to five (5) cannabis plants, with a cumulative limit of five (5) per household.

E.
Possession and use prohibited. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it shall be unlawful for any person to engage in any of the following:

(1)
Possession or use of cannabis on a school bus, unless permitted for a qualifying patient or caregiver pursuant to the Act;

(2)
Possession or use of cannabis on the grounds of any preschool, primary school, or secondary school, unless permitted for a qualifying patient or caregiver pursuant to the Act;

(3)
Possession or use of cannabis in any correctional facility;

(4)
Possession of cannabis in a vehicle, unless the cannabis is in a reasonably secured, sealed container and reasonably inaccessible while the vehicle is moving;

(5)
Use of cannabis in a motor vehicle;

(6)
Possession or use of cannabis in a private residence that is used at any time to provide licensed child care or similar social service care on the premises;

(7)
Use of cannabis in any public place within the City;

(8)
Use of cannabis knowingly in close physical proximity to anyone under 21 years of age who is not a registered medical cannabis patient under the Act;

(9)
Smoking cannabis in any place where smoking is prohibited under the Smoke Free Illinois Act (410 ILCS 82/1 et seq.);

(10)
Operating, navigating, or being in actual physical control of any motor vehicle, aircraft, or motorboat while using or under the influence of cannabis in violation of Section 11-501 or 11-502.1 of the Illinois Vehicle Code;

(11)
Facilitating the use of cannabis by any person who is not allowed to use cannabis under this Section 16-2-4;

(12)
Transferring cannabis to any person contrary to this Section 16-2-4, the Act or the CRTA;

(13)
The use of cannabis by a person who has a school bus permit or a commercial driver's license while on duty.

(14) 
Possession of a synthetic cannabinoid, or a cannabis look-alike substance, to the extent that such synthetic cannabinoid, or cannabis look-alike substance, is not made lawful under the Act or the CRTA.

F.
Exemption. A person charged with a violation of this article may assert the following exemptions as an affirmative defense.

(1)
This section does not apply to a person who is legally authorized to possess hypodermic syringes or needles under the Hypodermic Syringes and Needles Act (720 ILCS 635/1 et seq.).

(2)
This section does not apply to a person or entity who is authorized to possess, keep for sale, offer for sale, sell, or deliver for any commercial consideration cannabis, a controlled substance, a look-alike substance, synthetic alternative drug, or drug paraphernalia pursuant to the Illinois Controlled Substances Act (720 ILCS 570/100 et seq.), the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Program Act (410 ILCS 130/1 et seq.), the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (410 ILCS 705/1 et seq.), the Cannabis Control Act (720 ILCS 550/1 et seq.), or another provision of state law.

(3)
This section does not apply to a person possessing any item of cannabis paraphernalia used or reasonably intended for use in the lawful consumption of cannabis pursuant to the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Program Act (410 ILCS 130/1 et seq.) and the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (410 ILCS 705/1 et seq.).


SEC. 16-2-5:   Penalty
Any person found to be in violation of any provision of this article shall be subject to a fine of not less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) nor more than seven hundred and fifty dollars ($750) for each offense.  Any offer of compromise, by the issuance of an administrative warning ticket (AWT), shall be without prejudice to the City’s right to seek the full range of fines, per this section, should any violator of this article fail to pay the amount demanded by the AWT within fifteen days of the AWT’s issuance.  In addition to any fine imposed for a violation of this article, any material possessed or used in violation of this article shall be subject to forfeiture.

ARTICLE 3:  Administrative Warning Ticket
(added April 1990; revised 9-3-96, 10-28-2014)

SEC.  16-3-1:   Definition
Administrative Warning Ticket (AWT) is herewith defined as a courtesy ticket used in the case of certain ordinance violations in lieu of arrest.

SEC.  16-3-2:  Use
AWT’s may be used for those ordinance violations contained herein and issued by police officers, authorized City officers including but not limited to Mayor, Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector. 

SEC.  16-3-3:  Procedure
At the discretion of the officer or agent of the City authorized to issue such AWT’s, an AWT may be used as a courtesy in lieu of arrest using the following procedure. 

(1) The AWT shall be on a ticket form to be approved by the City Council.

(2) When an AWT is used, the person accused of a violation may settle and compromise the claim by paying to the City an Administration Fee within fifteen (15) days of the date of issuance and, where compliance of an ordinance violation has been indicated, by satisfying the proper authorities of the City that compliance has been completed within said fifteen (15) day period.

(3) The Administration fee shall be established by City Council Resolution and included in Appendix A (Reference SEC. 16-3-3-A).

(4) If the person accused of said violation does not settle the claim including both the payment of the administration fee and compliance, where required, within the fifteen (15) day period, a Complaint or Notice to Appear in Court will be issued for said violation and the person shall be subject to the fines and penalties set forth in the applicable provisions of the Knoxville, Illinois Municipal Code.

SEC.  16-3-3-A:  Administrative Warning Ticket Fees

tc \l5 "SEC.  16-3-3-A:  Administrative Warning Ticket Fees
Parking Violations (Other than Handicapped Parking):

$35

Handicapped Parking Violations




$250


    Possession of Drug Paraphernalia:




  $150


    Possession of Cannabis:






  $150


    Possession of Synthetic Cannabinoid:



  $150


    Possession of Cannabis Look-alike Substance:


  $150


    All Other Violations (unless another fine is 


   expressly provided for in the text of the ordinance):

 $75

(revised 7-28-2014)
SEC. 16-3-4:  Applicable Offenses and Fees


The AWT is applicable to the offenses and attendant fines as established by City of Council resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A, Sec. 16-3-4-A)


In addition, the AWT shall be used for any other offense for which there is specific

authorization elsewhere in the City Code and for which a fee is specified.

SEC. 16-3-4-A:  Administrative Warning Ticket Fees


The AWT may be used for any violation of any ordinance of the Knoxville City Code, at the discretion of the police officer, except that the AWT shall not be used where an ordinance requires or permits a person to cure or abate the conditions that constitute an ordinance violation (e.g., Nuisance violation, which under Chapter 15 of the City Code typically require service of a notice to abate the nuisance); or where corrective, non-monetary action is required (e.g., most building code violations under Chapter 7 of the City Code); or where a non-monetary penalty is imposed (e.g., forfeiture of property for drug offenses under Chapter 12, Article 2 of the City Code), or where an ordinance provides for a higher or enhanced fine for a second or subsequent offense and the offender is subject to such higher or enhanced fine for a second or subsequent offense.  (added 7-28-2014)
Article 4:  Tobacco Products

(Added 10-19-98)

SEC. 16-4-1:  Sale, Use and Possession of Tobacco Products
(1) Providing Tobacco Products to a Minor:  It shall be unlawful for any person,

whether acting individually, or as an owner, officer, employee or agent of or on behalf of,

SEC. 16-4-1:  Sale, Use and Possession of Tobacco Products (continued)

any person, firm, or corporation to sell, buy for, distribute samples of, furnish, exchange, or

give away any Tobacco Product in any form to any individual under the age of eighteen(18) years.

(2) Possession of Tobacco Products by a Minor:  No individual under the age of

eighteen (18) years of age shall have in his or her possession or use any Tobacco Product in any of its forms.  It shall not be a violation of this section for any such person to have in his or her possession or use any Tobacco Products while in the presence of his or her parents or

legal guardian, or in the performance of a religious ceremony.

SEC. 16-4-2:  Definitions:


The following definitions shall apply to the interpretation and enforcement of this Article:


Possession:  To knowingly have upon one’s person or to have in close physical proximity.


Use: To smoke, dip, or chew tobacco in any of its forms.


Tobacco Products:  Means any product containing tobacco intended for human consumption including cigarettes, cigars, any smokeless tobacco, which means tobacco in any form which is suitable for dipping or chewing, or tobacco in any form.  Tobacco Products shall also include electronic cigarettes, which shall mean (i) any device that employs a battery or other mechanism to heat a solution or substance to produce a vapor intended for inhalation and (ii) any cartridge or container of a solution or substance intended to be used with or in the device or refill the device.  
SEC. 16-4-3:  Penalty:

(1) Each violation of this Article shall be a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of 

Sect. 1-1-11.

(2) For a violation of Section 16-4-1 (2), in addition to or in lieu of a fine or any other 

penalty assessed upon a finding of guilt, admission of guilt or admission of the commission of

a first offense, the Court, City Attorney or City Police Chief may require the minor as a final

disposition to participate in a tobacco education awareness program established by the City of Knoxville (if any) or other agency and modified in such manner as the administrators of such

program may decide.  However, any non-fine disposition must be subsequently completed by the offender or a fine shall be assessed pursuant to this paragraph.

(3) Special Fund:  One-half (1/2) of all fines and penalties received under the foregoing

paragraphs of this Article shall be placed in a special fund.  The fund shall be used as directed by the City Council from time to time for the prevention of tobacco and tobacco abuse by minors and others within the City.  The remaining one-half (1/2) of said monies shall be deposited in the City’s Police Fund/General Fund.

SEC.  16-4-4:  Enforcement.


The observation of a violation of Section 16-4-1 (2) shall not constitute the sole reason

for law enforcement authorities to stop a motor vehicle in which an alleged offender is a driver or passenger.

Article 5:  Truancy

Added 8-8-2000, Revised 10-15-2018
SEC. 16-5-1:  Definitions.

For the purposes of this article, the following words have the meanings ascribed to them in this section:

Community Service.  Unpaid work or services for a non-profit organization or public body whose purpose is to enhance physical or mental stability, environmental qualify, or the social welfare.

Truant.  A child subject to compulsory school attendance who is absent without valid cause from such attendance for a school day or portion thereof.


Valid Cause.  Illness, observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate family,  family emergency, or any other situation beyond the control of the student or which cause reasonable concern to the parent for the safety or health of the student, which causes the student to be absent from school.

SEC. 16-5-2:  Truancy prohibited.

A.   
 It shall be unlawful for any person who is subject to the compulsory attendance   
 requirements of section 26-1 of the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/26-1) and enrolled   in a public or private school within the city to be absent from school without valid cause.

B.
It shall be unlawful for any parent, guardian, or other person in loco parentis to knowingly permit a child in their custody or care who is subject to the compulsory attendance requirements of section 26-1 of the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/26-1) and enrolled in a public or private school within the city to be absent from school without valid cause.

C.
A parent, guardian, or other person in loco parentis shall be deemed to have knowingly 
permitted a child in their custody or care to be absent from school without valid cause when the parent, guardian, or person in loco parentis knows that said child is absent from school without valid cause and fails to act to ensure that the child attends the school in which he or she is enrolled.

SEC.  16-5-3:  False Excuses Prohibited

It shall be unlawful for any child subject to the compulsory attendance requirements of section 26-1 of the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/26-1), or any parent, guardian, or other person in loco parentis such a child, to knowingly submit to the school in which 
such child is enrolled a written or oral statement for purposes of excusing the child from 
school that contains false information, including a falsified signature.
SEC.  16-5-4:   Penalty
Any person found to be in violation of this article shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) and may, in lieu of or in addition to any fine, be ordered to perform 
community service.  If the violator is 13 years of age or older, the violator is subject to fines 
and/or community service as set forth in this section; if the violator is under 13 years of age, the parent or custodian of the violator shall be subject to fines and/or community service. 
Each day upon which a violation of this article occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

SEC.  16-5-5:  Administrative Warning Tickets for Truancy
The City, at its discretion, may issue an Administrative Warning Ticket (AWT), in accordance with Article 3 of this Chapter, for any violation of Article 5 of this Chapter.  An AWT issued for a violation of this Article shall carry a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a first offense and fifty dollars ($50.00) for a second or subsequent offense, without prejudice to the City’s authority to prosecute the violation, and seek an equal or greater fine and court costs should 
the fine not be paid within fifteen (15) days of issuance of the AWT.  The City may, at its 
discretion, enter into agreements with any public school district to permit designated officials or employees of said public school district to serve AWTs on behalf of the City.
Article 6:  Possession and Furnishing of Alcoholic Liquors to Minors
added (all of Article 6) July 19, 2010
SEC. 16-6-1:  Sale, gift or furnishing of alcoholic liquors to a minor or knowing a minor possesses alcoholic liquor prohibited.
a) It shall be unlawful for any person, after purchasing or otherwise obtaining alcoholic liquor, to sell, give or deliver such alcoholic liquor to another person

under the age of twenty-one (21) years, except in the performance of a religious

ceremony or service.

SEC. 16-6-1:  Sale, gift or furnishing of alcoholic liquors to a minor or knowing a minor possesses alcoholic liquor prohibited (continuation No. 1)

b) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit a gathering at a residence
which he or she occupies of one or more additional persons when any one or more of the persons is under twenty-one (21) years of age and the following factors also apply:  

1) the person occupying the residence knows that any such person under the age of twenty-one (21) years of age is in possession or is consuming any alcoholic beverages;
2) the possession or consumption of alcohol by the person under

twenty one (21) is not otherwise permitted by any section of the

laws of Illinois or any ordinance of the city.  For the purposes of this subsection, where the residence has an owner and tenant(s)

or lessee(s), there is a rebuttable presumption that the residence is occupied only by the tenant(s) or lessee(s).

c) A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one-hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven-hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).

State law reference(s)—Prohibiting the sale of alcoholic liquor to minors, 235 ILCS 5/6-16.
SEC. 16-6-2:  Possession of alcoholic liquor by minor prohibited.

a) It shall be unlawful for any person to whom the sale, gift or delivery of alcoholic

liquor is prohibited by this chapter to purchase or accept a gift of alcoholic liquor or

to have alcoholic liquor in his possession.

b) A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one-hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven-hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).

c) The presence in a vehicle other than a public bus of any alcoholic liquor shall be

“prima facie” evidence that it is in the possession of, and is being carried by, all persons

occupying such vehicle at the time at which such alcoholic liquor is found, except under

the following circumstances:

1) If such liquor is found on the person of one of the occupants

therein; or

2) If such vehicle contains at least one occupant over twenty-one (21)

years of age.

State law reference(s)—Prohibiting possession of alcoholic liquor by persons under 21, 
235 ILCS 5/6-20.

SEC. 16-6-3:  Consumption of alcoholic liquor by minors prohibited.
a) It shall be unlawful for any person under twenty-one (21) years of age to consume

alcoholic liquor.

SEC. 16-6-3:  Consumption of alcoholic liquor by minors prohibited (continuation No. 1)

b) A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one-hundred

dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven-hundred ($750.00).

State law reference(s)—Prohibiting possession of alcoholic liquor by persons under 21, 
235 ILCS 5/6-20.
SEC. 16-6-4:  Exception to Sections 16-6-2 and 16-6-3.

Nothing in Sections 16-6-2 and 16-6-3 of this Code shall be deemed to prohibit the

possession, dispensing or consumption by a minor of alcoholic liquor in the performance of

a religious service or ceremony, or the consumption by a minor under the direct supervision

and approval of the parent or parents or legal guardian of such minor in the privacy of a home.

SEC. 16-6-5:  Use of forged identification card to obtain liquor prohibited.

a) It shall be unlawful for any person to display an identification card that:
1) Is altered or defaced in any manner; or

2) Is false or forged; or 

3) Is the identification card of another; or

4) Was obtained by means of false information; to induce another

to sell, give or deliver alcoholic liquor to the bearer.

b) For the purposes of the section, an “identification card” is defined as any document

issued by a public officer in the performance of his official duties which on its face purports to identify the name and age of the bearer.

c) A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one-hundred
 
dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven-hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).

State law reference(s) –Prohibiting the use of forged identification cards to obtain liquor, 

235 ILCS 5/6-20.

